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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALEXANDRIA 0312 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EWWT, PORG, IMCO 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN SUPPORT FOR US PROPOSALS ON MARINE OIL POLLUTION 

REF: CAIRO 6919, LONDON 6582 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE EMBASSY INSTRUCTIONS (CAIRO REFTEL), CONSUL 
GENERAL MET 28 APRIL 1977 WITH ADMIRAL MAHMOUD AHMAD AL-SAMAK, 
FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER, MINISTRY OF MARITIME AFFAIRS, AND 
EXPRESSED USG APPRECIATION FOR GOE SUPPORT FOR US INITIATIVE ON 
MARINE POLLUTION AT LONDON IMCO MEETING (LONDON REFTEL). 

2. ADMIRAL SAMAK IN TURN THANKED US EMBASSY FOR BRIEFINGS PROVIDED 
GOE PRIOR TO LONDON MEETING WHICH ENABLED EGYPTIAN DELEGATION BE 
FULLY PREPARED ON THIS AGENDA ITEM. 

3. SAMAK GAVE IMPRESSION GOE WOULD BE WILLING UNDERTAKE ACTIVE 
ROLE IN FORWARDING MSC ACCEPTANCE PROPOSED US REGULATIONS. HE 
EMPHASIZED AGAIN GOE AND ARAB GULF STATES EXTREME VULNERABILITY TO 
MARINE OIL POLLUTION, CITING ESPECIALLY RED SEA AND SUEZ CANAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 ALEXAN 00312 291024Z 

CONCENTRATION OF OIL TANKERS AND SUMED PIPE LINES OFFSHORE LOADING 
FACILITY NEAR ALEXANDRIA. 

4. HE FOUND PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF PREPARATORY MEETINGS AND 
FEBRUARY 1978 DIPLOMATIC MEETING QUITE SATISFACTORY AND HE LOOKS 
FORWARD TO PROGRESS IN ESTABLISHING STRICTER BUILDING STANDARDS 
AND IMPROVED ENFORCEMENT OF EXISTING STANDARDS. 
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